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Calvary Church Constitution 

 

Our Covenant 

We, the members of Calvary Church, covenant together to remain true to our confession of 
faith in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord and only hope for salvation, and in the Holy Spirit (Heb. 10:23).1 
 

1. We will meet together to worship God, hear His word and encourage each 
other to remain true to our commitment to Christ (Hebrews 10:24-25).     

 
2. We will serve God by using whatever gifts He has given us in order to build 

up and strengthen his church (Ephesians 4:12-16).  
 
3. We will give financially and support the ministry of the church in our efforts to 

glorify God in our community and around the world (2 Corinthians 9:6-9; 
Malachi 3:6-12).    

 
4. We will honor and be submissive to our spiritual leaders because they watch 

over our souls and must give an account to God (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Timothy 
5:17).  

 
5. We will love each other by making every effort to live at peace with each 

other, and by refusing to judge one another concerning matters of individual 
conscience before God (Ephesians 4:1-3; Romans 14:10-12).   

 
6. We will witness to those who do not know Jesus our Lord, because we have a 

great commission to be concerned for the lost (Matthew 28:19-20; 1 
Corinthians 9:19-22). 

   
7. We will endeavor to restore those who have sinned with great compassion and 

mercy while excluding from our fellowship those who bring harm to the unity 
and purity of the community by refusing to honor this covenant2 (Matthew 
18:15-20; I Corinthians 5:1-13; II Thessalonians 3:6-15).  

   
With the help of God’s Spirit, we will also make every effort to pursue lives that bring 
glory to God while avoiding those things that bring damage to His name and His church 
(Ephesians 5:3-7). 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 The Apostle’s Creed provides the church’s ancient summary statement of “the hope we profess [and] hold 
unswervingly” (Hebrews 10:23, NIV).   For the full text of the creed, see Appendix 1. 
2 Calvary Church has a written policy for disciplining those who have violated the covenant, including the 
grounds for and steps leading to, a decision to excommunicate the unrepentant. 
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Our Confession 

 
We confess our unity with the Church global, and the apostolic faith that has been 
believed and practiced since its founding.  We believe: 
 

1. The Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired Word of 
God, without error in the original writings, the complete revelation of His will 
for the salvation of men and the Divine and final authority for Christian faith 
and life.  

 
2. In one God, Creator of all things, infinitely perfect and eternally existent in 

three persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
 
3. That Jesus Christ is true God and true man, having been conceived of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He died on the cross, a sacrifice for our 
sins according to the Scriptures.  Further, He arose bodily from the dead, 
ascended into heaven, where at the right hand of the Majesty on High, He now 
is our High Priest and Advocate. 

   
4. That the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, and during 

this age to convict men, regenerate the believing sinner, indwell, guide, instruct, 
and empower the believer for godly service.  

 
5. That man was created in the image of God but fell into sin and is therefore 

lost and only through regeneration by the Holy Spirit can salvation and 
spiritual life be obtained.  

 
6. That the shed blood of Jesus Christ and His resurrection provide the only 

ground for justification and salvation for all who believe, and only such as 
receive Jesus Christ are born of the Holy Spirit and thus become children of 
God.  

 
7. That water baptism and Communion are to be observed by the Church during 

the present age.  They are, however, not to be regarded as a means of 
salvation.  

 
8. That the true Church is composed of all such persons who through saving faith in 

Jesus Christ have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit and are united together 
in the Body of Christ, of which He is the Head.  

 
9. That only those who are thus members of the true Church shall be eligible for 

membership in the local church.  
 
10. That Jesus Christ is the Lord and Head of the Church and that every local 

church has the right under Christ to decide and govern its own affairs.  
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11. In the personal and imminent coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and that this 
“blessed hope” has a vital bearing on the personal life and service of the 
believer.  

 
12. In the bodily resurrection of the dead, of the believer to everlasting 

blessedness and joy with the Lord, and of the unbeliever to everlasting 
conscious punishment.   

 

Our Constitution 

Article I. Name and Association 

Article 1.1 The name of this organization shall be Calvary Church of Valparaiso, Indiana, 
Incorporated. 

Article 1.2 We welcome fellowship, partnership, and association, for the purpose of 
common mission and service, with other expressions of the Church as a 
confession of our commitment to the unity of the body of Christ. 

Article II. Purpose and Mission 

Article 2.1 The purpose of Calvary Church is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.3 

Article 2.2 As a community, we will accomplish this purpose in the following ways: 

(a) We will endeavor to win as many as possible to Christ through the spreading of 
the gospel.   

(b) We will endeavor to foster a community of believers who mutually encourage and 
build up one another.  

(c) We will endeavor to faithfully preach the Word of God.  

(d) We will endeavor to prepare God’s people for ministry in the church and the 
world.   

(e) We will endeavor faithfully to worship God, bringing honor to Him through 
singing, preaching, giving and observing communion and baptism.   

Article 2.3 Along with the proclamation of the gospel, we also have a responsibility to 
serve humanity by ministering to the poor, hurting, oppressed and needy in our 
community and world.  The church cannot faithfully preach the gospel in a 
manner that is pleasing to God without humbly serving the needs of suffering 
humanity. 

Article III. Membership and Discipline 

                                                
3 The Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q. 1 (1647).   
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Article 3.1 Membership at Calvary Church shall be granted to all who confess their faith 
in Jesus Christ, willingly receive baptism as a visible sign of invisible grace, and 
affirm the Calvary Church covenant. 

Article 3.2 Any person 18 years of age or older who has been received into membership 
is considered a voting member of Calvary Church.   

Article 3.3 Persons who are members of other Christian churches, who have made a 
confession of faith and received the sign of baptism as believers, may be 
granted Associate Membership so that they may serve in our church community.  
Associate members are not eligible for voting.4 

Article 3.4 Persons who disregard the Church covenant may be removed from the 
membership upon the recommendation of the Elders. 

Article 3.5 The Elders will serve as the Disciplinary Committee of Calvary Church. 

(a) The Elders will use as their guide the teaching of Christ in Matthew 18:15-20, and 
of his Apostles in I Corinthians 5:1-13 and II Thessalonians 3:6-15.  They will 
endeavor to apply these passages to given situations in a wise and loving manner.  

(b) The Elders will make every effort to restore members who are entangled in sin, 
while showing great patience, love and compassion to those who are struggling.   

(c) The Elders will only exclude from fellowship persons who refuse to repent after 
efforts have been made to restore them.     

(d) The Elders will protect members from the frivolous accusations of others.  Only 
matters that are deemed significant to the peace, unity and purity of the Christian 
community will be considered appropriate for discipline.     

Article IV. Elders, Pastors and Staff Members 

Article 4.1 The Board of Elders 

(a) The Board of Elders will oversee all matters related to the discipline, doctrine and 
direction of the community.  They will appoint officers, committees and other 
persons necessary to carry out the ministry and business of the church.   

(b) Elders will be nominated by the church body and selected by the Board of Elders 
after a period of prayerful examination of their qualifications.5 (The board in 
service at the time of the adoption of this constitution will elect the Board of 
Elders.)   

                                                
4 Associate membership is made available to university students, itinerant workers, etc. who reside in the 
area temporarily and are members in good standing of a church in their hometown.  They may apply to 
affiliate with Calvary without severing the relationship to their home church to which they intend to return. 
5 In the New Testament the apostles and elders were responsible for choosing and charging faithful men 
unto the task of leading the church. This best preserves the principle of elder leadership which we find in the 
ancient church, the ministry of Christ, and even in God’s establishment of the Mosaic theocracy. 
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(c) Though there is no fixed-term in Scripture for Elders, each Elder will be asked to 
commit to a four-year term of service. At the end of the term, their position will be 
reviewed by fellow Elders.     

Article 4.2 The Senior Pastor 

(a) The Senior Pastor will serve as the lead-Elder and will be responsible for  
corporate teaching and worship, and the leadership of the church staff.     

(b) The Senior Pastor will be nominated by the Elders, and confirmed by a 
supermajority vote (66%) of the congregation with no fixed term being attached 
to this position.  Upon the recommendation of the Elders, he may be dismissed by a 
majority congregational vote.  

Article 4.3 Staff Pastors 

(a) Additional staff Pastors will serve as members of the Board of Elders, though they 
will be directly responsible to the lead-Elder.   

(b) Staff Pastors will be selected by the Board of Elders, after careful examination 
and prayer, with no fixed term being attached to their position.   

Article 4.4 Other Staff 

(a) Other Staff members will be approved by the Board of Elders, or a designee of 
the Board of Elders, and will be responsible to the Senior Pastor.       

Article V. Deacons and Deaconesses 

Article 5.1 Deacons 

(a) The Deacons provide assistance to the Elders and Pastors in serving the spiritual 
and physical needs of the congregation.   

(b) The Deacons will be nominated by the church congregation and selected by the 
Elders after prayerful consideration of their qualifications.  

(c) Though there is no fixed term in Scripture for Deacons, each Deacon will be asked 
to commit to a four-year term of service. At the end of the term, their position will 
be reviewed by the Elders. 

(d) The Elders will provide ministry assignments to the deacons taking into 
consideration the needs of the community and the gifts of the deacons who have 
been elected.   

Article 5.2 Deaconesses6 

                                                
6 The term usually transliterated “deacon” denotes a servant and is applied to both men and women in the 
New Testament. There is considerable debate among scholars as to whether women were to be eligible for 
the formal office of deacon, the qualifications for which are enumerated in I Tim. 3. There is little doubt, 
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(a) The Deaconesses assist the Pastors and Elders by providing special assistance to 
them in serving the needs of the church community, but especially in the area of 
hospitality, the care of the widows, and the care of those who are ill.   

(b) The Deaconesses will be nominated by the church congregation and selected by 
the Elders after prayerful consideration of their qualifications.   

(c) Though there is no fixed term in Scripture for Deaconesses, each Deaconess will be 
asked to commit to a four-year term of service. At the end of the term, their 
position will be reviewed by the Elders. 

Article VI. Worship and Practices 

Article 6.1 The congregation shall meet together regularly for the worship of God, the 
hearing of God’s Word and the administration of baptism and communion. 

Article VII. Other Meetings and Amendments 

Article 7.1 Business Meetings will be held as needed at the discretion of Board of Elders 
who will be responsible for making every effort to keep the church community 
well informed on matters related to the business of the church. 

Article 7.2 Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed by the Board of Elders and 
passed by a supermajority (66%) of a meeting of the membership. 

 

                                                                                                                                            
however, from early apostolic history, that women held such positions in the church.  Debate continues about 
the exact parameters of their responsibilities. While there is no Scriptural or historical precedent for women 
elders, as this role involves a teaching dimension, there is no Scriptural justification for denying women the 
opportunity to exercise their spiritual gifts in the servant role of the deaconess. Indeed the New Testament 
speaks of particular areas where the service of women may be regarded as indispensable. 
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Appendix One 

Apostle’s Creed7 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead.8 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic9 church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix Two 

Select Sources 
 
Bettenson, Henry and Chris Maunder, eds.  Documents of the Christian Church.  Oxford 

Press, 1999.  
  
“Constitution and By-laws of Harvest Bible Chapel.”  Harvest Bible Chapel. 2005. 

October 2005 <http://www.harvestbiblechapel.org>. 
 

                                                
7 Widely attributed to the apostles, with clear roots in the apostolic era, the creed first appeared in 
codified form around 215 AD. 
8 Older English versions of the creed read “descended into hell.” Modern versions have, correctly, reflected 
the Biblical silence on the question of where the spirit of Christ spent the three days between crucifixion and 
resurrection. 
9 We have refrained from using the word “catholic” in the main body of our constitution (opting instead for 
the word “global”) because of the obvious confusion this may cause.  The word “catholic” is actually a Greek 
word that means, “according to the whole” and was used from the second through the fifteenth centuries to 
refer to the “whole church.”  The Apostle’s Creed is an early example of this widely used term.  During the 
Reformation of the sixteenth century, the term took on a different meaning when the word “Roman” (Roman 
Catholic) was added as a modifier.  However, even Protestant Reformers like John Calvin continued to use 
the term “catholic.”  They considered themselves “catholic” in the sense that they were not starting another 
church, but were endeavoring to bring reform to the whole church.  They were in essence, “evangelical 
catholics.”   
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“Constitution and By-laws of Liberty Bible Church.”  Liberty Bible Church. 2005. October 
2005 <http://www.lbchurch.org/>. 

 
“Constitution for College Park Baptist Church.”  College Park Baptist Church. October 

2005.  <http://www.yourchurch.com/>. 
 
“Constitution of Bethel Baptist Church.”  Bethel Church. 2005. October 2005. 

<http://www.bethelweb.org/>. 
 
Latourette, Kenneth Scott.  A History of Christianity:  Beginnings to 1500.  Volume I.  

Peabody, MA.:  Prince Press, 2003. 
 
---.  A History of Christianity:  Reformation to the Present.  Volume II.  Peabody, MA.:  

Prince Press, 2003. 
  
Mead, Frank S. and Samuel Hill.  Handbook of Denominations in the United States.  

Nashville:  Abingdon, 1995. 
 
Pelikan, Jaraslov.  Credo:  Historical and Theological Guide to the Creeds and Confessions 

of Faith in the Christian Tradition.  New Haven:  Yale, 2003. 
 
---.  Creeds and Confessions of Faith in the Christian Tradition.  New Haven, Yale, 2003.   
 
Robert, Henry M. III and William J. Evans.  Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised.  

Cambridge, MA.:  Perseus Publishing, 2000.  
  
Schaff, Phillip.  History of the Christian Church.  Volume I – VIII.  Grand Rapids,  Eerdmans, 

1910. 
   
“The Statement of Faith of the Evangelical Free Church of America.”  The Evangelical Free 

Church of America.  2005. October 2005. <http://www.efca.org>. 
 

 


