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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

Everyone holds to some sort of gospel [good news]. Think of some memorable commercial slogans; how are 
these announcements of “good news”?

How is the good news of the Bible [gospel] different than the assurance that “Nationwide is on your side” (or 
any of the other slogans you remembered)?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

Read Galatians 1:1-9. Share observations or questions you have about the text with your group.

A. What is it about the gospel that draws you in and also draws you back to church each week as the place 
where you hear the gospel? 

B. What then is so appealing to people about Jesus + something 
(Jesus + these rules I follow, Jesus + my effort to be good, etc.)?

C. Read Galatians 1:3-5 again. Jesus came to rescue us. Why is the 
admission that you need rescue so foundational to understanding 
the gospel? 
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LEGALISTS  &  LIBERTINES
themes in Galatians

In The Whole Christ, Sinclair Fergu-
son notes that legalism and license 
have at their root the same sin, the 
desire for autonomy. Talk as a group 
about how each “ditch” is connected 
to this ugly root. Think and discuss 
how the gospel is not the middle 
road between the two but actually a 
different road entirely.
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D. Why do we even need to be rescued from the “present evil age”? What is it about this present age that we 
need rescuing from?

E. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-2 aloud: “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which 
you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved...” (ESV). Note the tenses Paul uses—
past, present, and future. The past tense is easy: Jesus did this at this time in this place. But how is the gospel 
connected to the present? The future? How is it that we forget His present and future effect on us?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. The Galatians receiving Paul’s letter were believers and followers of Jesus, but they had forgotten the grace 
of the gospel. How have you forgotten the grace of the gospel and relied on your own ability to be good, or 
keep the rules, or look good before others? How does hiding your heart like this actually rob you of joy? 

B. The deep Christian life is not a matter of theological education but rather of simple, daily decisions to trust 
God and live out the implications of the gospel. In what simple ways can you express your dependence on 
the gospel of Jesus Christ today? Take time to pray, “Lord, make daily trust in You and dependence on Jesus 
my reality.” Confess how you are tempted to relegate the gospel to something you did “back then” and how 
prone you are to perform for God and others.

“It’s remarkable that in all of his writings, Paul’s prayers for his friends contain
no appeals for changes in their circumstances.”  Timothy Keller tweet


