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The Savior 

Various Scripture Passages 
 

THINK & SHARE 
 
Play a few rounds of the word association game. A player says a word, preferably something simple like dog, 
and the second player says the first word that pops into his/her mind upon hearing it. Cat, for example. The 
next player hears “cat,” and speaks the first word to pop into his/her mind. Play continues with each player 
adding to the word association chain until everyone has a turn. (Here’s a sample game. Dog: cat: fur: coat: 
thick: thin: stick: poke: needle.) 
 
 
A. W. Tozer wrote, “What comes into your mind when you think about God is the most important thing about 
you.” Do you agree? What comes to your mind when you think about God? 
 
 
 

STUDY & DISCUSS 
 
A. Read John 8:58-59. When Jesus says, “I am!” His Jewish listeners would have caught the meaning of his 
words. He was referencing a conversation between God and Moses in Exodus 3 wherein God names Himself 
as “I Am” (v. 14). Imagine the collective gasp as every Jew in the vicinity understood Jesus was claiming to be 
God. Yet many went on to worship him. And so do we. When we worship Jesus Christ as God the Son, we are 
saying that He is not just Savior but also Lord or Master. Those are awkward and uncomfortable terms in our 
independent culture. How then should (or does) this acceptance of Jesus as Lord play out in your life?  
 
 
 
 
B. The effect of the gospel is not measured by how good or how nice you are. Nor is it measured by how well 
you keep the rules. The only real measure of the gospel is have you surrendered your whole heart to be 
transformed because of what Christ has done for you? What is it about Jesus’ unique and historical death 
and resurrection that prompts you to grow in your faith?  
 
 
 
 
C. The gospel is not about how awesome you are. (In fact, it’s quite clear in stating that you really aren’t as 
awesome as you act like or think you are). The gospel is about the awesomeness of Jesus and what’s He’s 
done. Where do you find that making much of Jesus comes easy to you? Where in your life do you find that 
making much of Him is hard because it cuts against your own desires or makes you uncomfortable? 
 
 



 

D. Read Matthew 20:20-28. Describe in your own words what was being asked and how Jesus turned the 
request on its head. In what ways does Jesus fulfill his own requirements for greatness? (Look especially at 
his statement that he is a ransom for many. What does that say about the depth of our sin?) Read verses 25-
28 again. What specifically is Jesus telling you to do or change? 
 
 
 
 
E. In the New Living Translation, 2 Corinthians 3:18 reads, “And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate 
the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the 
Lord…” Faith is not simply the stark black and white of what’s wrong and right. Real, heart-level faith that has 
had “that veil removed” revels in a vividly colorful Jesus, who sets forth a goal both attainable and impossible 
(in this life anyway), to be more and more like Him. What stirs your heart to want more of Christ?  
What habits or attitudes or people do you let creep in to rob you of those affections? 
 
 
 
 

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week   

 
A. Read Ephesians 5:1-2. What is one small way in which you have grown lately? Try to be as specific as you 
can rather than speaking in generalities like “I’m learning to trust Him.” How is Christ molding your character 
in a specific way as you become like Him? 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Every day this week, read 1 Peter 2:24. Stop and reflect with your heart and mind on Jesus’ work 
completed for you. Take ten minutes to thank the Lord for what He’s done. (There is so much depth and 
richness in this one verse that you can spend the week finding fresh things to be grateful for in Christ’s work.) 
Then commit the day and all your ways to Him. Don’t ask for anything except that the gospel would sink more 
deeply into your heart so that you would be able to see Christ’s Spirit at work in you and around you.  


