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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

Do you remember one present you hoped for as a child at Christmas or your birthday?

What do you think is the difference between the statements “I’m hoping in ___” and “I’m wishing for ___.”

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. When Paul spoke of hope, he meant trust, expectation, and confidence in something one knows will 
happen. How does this differ from the way we use the word ‘hope’ today? How might this shift in usage affect 
people’s understanding of “the reason for the hope that you have” as a Christ-follower (1 Peter 3:15)?

B. Pastor Lionel noted that the gospel gives us hope not only because it saves us from our sins but also 
because it changes our lives now and forever. In honesty, what is one thing that you put your hope in for the 
present or the future in addition to God? How will you handle it if that thing fails?

C. The biblical definition of hope frames it as a character trait rather than a feeling. In much the same way that 
generosity is a trait with an object (to help others), hope is a trait with an object (to trust God and expect what 
He promises). Why does hope require a steady object?

D. How does hope in God stabilize us both in the daily things of life and in the face of our own mortality?
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E. Read 1 Corinthians 13:13. In the life of a Christian, how are faith, hope, and love connected? How do these 
things motivate us to live in the world?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week. 

A. It’s easy to think of sin as the really big stuff in our world. Yet Jesus seems to turn the focus on our own 
hearts. Our need for God is only as strong as the recognition that we are “dis-integrated” inside and have 
nothing to give us a whole identity. Take time every day this week to lay your sin before God, and then thank 
Him for the good news of Jesus’ work on your behalf.

B. In light of Easter and the resurrection hope we have, in what way(s) does God want you to experience the 
hope of new life right now? In what way can you or should you look more like Christ?

C. Who are the people in your life that have no hope or have their hope fixed on something that will fail them? 
Pray in the coming weeks about how you can begin talk with them about the hope that you have and why it’s 
different (1 Peter 3:15).


