
Sermon Study Guide 
March 8, 2015 - Pastor	  Lionel	  Young	  

God’s Word on Marriage 

Malachi 2:10-3:5 

	  
THINK & SHARE 
	  
The word smörgåsbord originated in Sweden and referred to open-faced buttered bread. Over time, a 
smorgasbord has come to mean a wide variety of food available at once, a buffet. Do you have a favorite kind 
of buffet or a favorite part of a buffet? 
 
 
What are the problems with treating the Bible like a buffet, picking the verses that are appealing while rejecting 
the ones we don’t agree with? 
 
 

STUDY & DISCUSS 
	  
A. God had given the Israelites certain gifts to express or demonstrate His commitment to them. So far in 
Malachi, we’ve looked at the gifts of worship and marriage. But the people cheapened these things, gradually 
becoming more and more neglectful until what felt normal to them was a sad and lousy imitation of the 
originally beautiful gift. The human heart has a tendency to do this, to slip from wholehearted commitment to 
something lesser to half-hearted commitment to merely going through the motions. What are some of the 
attitudes, thoughts, and behaviors that start the human heart on this downward slide?   
 
 
 
 
B. Keeping in mind that we must approach the topic of marriage carefully, with both conviction and 
compassion, what is it about our current culture and beliefs that lead to a cheapening of the covenant of 
marriage? 
 
 
 
 
C. Perhaps the greatest lie that modern culture has given us is the happy-ever-after ending. Not because 
happy-ever-after isn’t possible, but because Hollywood and storybooks make it look so easy! If the sermon 
series Finding Joy on the Journey in the book of Philippians taught us anything, it’s that “joy” and “happy” take 
some serious, grit-your-teeth work. What is the danger in thinking that love and marriage should be easy or 
“come naturally”? Consider the words of Tim Keller, who wrote in The Meaning of Marriage, “Nothing can 
mature character like marriage.” What does he mean? 

 
 
 



	  

D. Nearly every one of us can think of a divorce that affected our life in some way. It’s the often unexpected 
thing about divorce, the fact that it has an impact that reaches beyond the couple that breaks up and their 
children. This wide radius of impact is one of many reasons why, as Pastor Lionel noted, the faith community 
has a responsibility to challenge one another to keep marriage commitments. (He also gave a lot more 
reasons in the sermon. You may want to review those as a group.) What are some ways that we can 
encourage others to keep their marriage commitments?  
 
 
 
 
E. Read Malachi 3:13-16. In spite of the ways in which the Israelites had normalized their sinful behavior and 
the neglect of their covenant with God, they still expected His blessing. They wept and wailed and demanded 
justice when it seemed God wasn’t keeping up His end of the covenant by protecting them and making the 
land produce in abundance. (They really believed they were getting away with their sin.) Has there been a time 
in your life—even now, perhaps—when you got caught in the trap of thinking a sin must not be so bad 
because God hadn’t done anything to put a stop to it? What promise did that sin seem to be making that felt 
greater than or better than what God promised you through the gospel?  
 
 
 

	  

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week   

 
A. If you answered question E in the Study & Discuss section either out aloud in group discussion or in the 
quiet of your own heart and mind, commit to spending some time praying over that sin this week.* Be honest 
with God about your sin and how willing you are to give it up. (Let’s be real; how willing you are can change 
even from day to day.) Ask God to change your heart and especially to help you trust His promises instead of 
empty ones. Finally, make a point this week of seeking out Scripture that promises you what you need most 
from God. If you have trouble finding references, get help from someone in your group, who can also offer 
accountability. 
*If you didn’t answer the question during group discussion, here is a variant to answer now: What current sin 
in your heart do you indulge because you think it will make you happier? What is the promise of that sin that 
seems greater or better than what God promised through the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
B. If you are married, think this week about one way in which you can not only affirm your marriage 
commitment within your own heart, but also demonstrate that commitment to your spouse. 
 


