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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

When you feel misunderstood and maybe ignored or mistreated, how do you respond?

How do you think the average person who is not a Christian perceives those who are Christian?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. Read 1 Peter 3:13-16. How can it be that doing good works that flow from the gospel puts to rest the slander 
of others?

B. How do we deal with the tension of showing others the 
beauty of the gospel by “meeting them where they are” 
without compromising our core beliefs?

C. Read Titus 3:1-8. Often we expect those who are not Christians to think and act like us. How does this 
expectation affect the way we interact with non-Christians, especially those whose lives/opinions are radically 
different from our own? How might this expectation hinder us from showing the beauty of the gospel?
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The God Who Opens Eyes
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“We need firm centers and soft edges.”

Barry Corey
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D. Read Mark 8:34-37. This is the concept of living before the Audience of One in its most brutally honest form. 
What do these words stir in your heart? How is the normal Christian life the exact opposite of safety?

E. Read Acts 22:14. God chooses. That’s a mind-blowing concept. As a group, discuss your reactions to the 
doctrine of election—are you encouraged or discouraged? How should the fact of election affect how we live, 
how we witness, how we see ourselves and others?    

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week. 

A. Go back to the opening question of this study guide. When you feel misunderstood by those who are not 
Christian, what comes out of your heart as your act toward them? Is there pride or fear at the base of your 
reaction? (And consider this, too, is this a good strategy given how those who are not Christians perceive us?)

B. Do you find yourself reacting toward a particular non-Christian or a group of them in a way that isn’t loving 
or Christ-life? Be honest with yourself and God about that. And maybe confess this to another Christian who 
can help you work through it. The fact is that you aren’t alone in this. Paul wrote the advice to Titus in Titus 3 
for a reason. Make this passage part of your prayer life for a while. Pray verses 1-2 and 8 for yourself. Thank 
God that verse 3 is no longer your reality, and ask that He remind you that it is still reality for others. Then 
pray that the person or people you have in mind would respond to God’s grace and forgiveness (verses 4-7).

“We are settling for a Christianity that revolves around catering to ourselves when the central message 

of Christianity is actually about abandoning ourselves.” David Platt


