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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

Recitations like the Apostles’ Creed and others have been memorized and recited by the church for millennia. 
Why are creeds so important?

Why is it necessary for followers of The Way to be able to communicate what we believe, not just to others 
but to ourselves?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

Read Acts 24. Share observations or questions you have about the text with your group.

A. Like Paul, our faith is, as we often say at Calvary, rooted in Scripture and ancient tradition and relevant 
to our daily lives. Why is it essential that we “translate the message” of the gospel (without changing it!) so 
people can take it in and be changed forever?

B. To translate a message, you have to read and grasp it for yourself. What happens when people treat the 
Word of God casually? Or as a tool for their own purposes?

C. In our emphasis on grace and acceptance, we should not 
lose sight of Jesus’ teaching that there is a certain way to 
live, and it is radically different from the rest of the world. 
How has the modern church softened the message of Jesus 
to “Come, follow me” from “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me.” (See Matthew 16:24-25.)
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I Believe
Acts 24

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him 

come and die.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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D. In the Bible, the concept of hoping for is rare while the concept of hoping in is everywhere. Paul says it in 
Acts 24:15: “I have the same hope in God as these men themselves have….” What is the difference and why 
is this even important?

E. The hope we have as followers of The Way is inextricably linked to the doctrine of the resurrection. How 
does Jesus’ resurrection affirm, restore, and/or preserve our hope when life is hard or looks bleak?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week. 

A. What is it that is crushing your hope right now? Share with your group and receive encouragement. In the 
days ahead, let the hope of Jesus’ resurrection and the eternal life to come remind you that God does not just 
guarantee your future, He stands beside you today.

B. The Apostles’ Creed is not only about you; it’s about you as one part of a two thousand year faith tradition 
and literally billions of past and present followers of The Way. Take time to know and repeat the Creed often. 
You can find it online How does this ancient framework of our faith bind you not only to God but also to every 
person in His church?

MORE  Questions related to themes and theolgoy in Acts

Paul makes it clear in Acts 24 that he was not causing trouble in the temple, the synagogues, or in the 
streets. Or as Pastor Lionel put it, “Christians were not troublemakers or disturbers of the peace.” How 
might Christians involving themselves in some modern practices of activism create confusion about what 
the gospel is? Are there ways this is already happening or has happened? What then is our role in the 
public sphere? (Just as an interesting exercise, do you think a firebrand like Paul, if he lived in our modern 
culture, would participate in public demonstrations or protests for either the right or left?)


