
LIFE
G R O U P S

1325 Evans Ave, Valparaiso, IN 46383   •   www.calvaryweb.net

THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

Name a powerful leader in history that you admire. How did he/she use power?

Power by itself is not bad. In fact, God gave it to people in the 
Garden at creation. How do people use power wrongly? How is 
power used rightly?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. The first four books of the New Testament, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, are eyewitness accounts that 
relay the gospel, spelling out the birth, life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. Paul says the gospel is of “first importance,” or absolutely essential. What are some 
other things that people put at the center of the gospel instead of or alongside Jesus Christ (e.g. my good 
performance)? What happens when the gospel has anything other than Jesus at the center?

B. Most of the books following the eyewitness accounts are letters to churches spelling out doctrine [critical 
beliefs connected to the gospel] and application [how the gospel is lived out by Jesus’ followers]. What is the 
connection between beliefs and how we live from day to day?

C. The New Testament letters, especially Ephesians, help us see how we are to witness and to follow Christ; 
however, we are left to do neither of these things on our own. Another resounding message of the New 
Testament is that the Holy Spirit gives us the power to live the Christian life. Why is it important that it’s the 
Holy Spirit’s power at work and not yours?
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The Power of the Holy Spirit
Acts 19:1-20

“The great temptation of power is 

control and the great consequence 

of control is lack of relationship.”   

Eugene Peterson
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D. What is the difference between letting the Holy Spirit’s power work in you and you just trying harder? In 
what areas do you find yourself trying instead of surrendering to what the Holy Spirit wants to do in or through 
you?

E. When you think of the God-sustained power to talk to people about Christ, what are some things that 
deflate that power?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. Have you ever stopped to ask that the Spirit, who lives in you now, empower you to live life as Jesus meant 
it to be lived? Have you ever laid all of who you are at His feet and let Him empower you? Let that be your daily 
prayer this week and beyond. Be watchful for ways that you experience the Spirit working in you.

B. Inviting someone to church is a great witnessing tool. Who could you invite to the Easter service on April 
16th? Begin to pray for that person/family and keep your eyes open for an opportunity.

EPHESIANS

in 5 SENTENCES

Chapter 1:   The same power that raised Jesus from the dead, the Holy Spirit, is in 
you.

Chapter 2:   You were dead, but you have been raised to life.

Chapter 3:   The Holy Spirit has been given to all so that we are one church.

Chapter 4:   Live together in unity by being honest and blessing one another.

Chapter 5:   Live wisely and through the Holy Spirit give the very best to your
relationships.

MORE  Questions to challenge those interested in the themes and theology found in Galatians

Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. What is God’s purpose in highlighting the foolish, the lowly and despised, and 
the weak? What importance does this have in your own life? What are the subtle ways that you cling to 
power over your own life?


