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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

Would you say you are a good listener? What makes you a good listener?

What do you have to do to really take in and understand what someone else is saying?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. Read Matthew 13:14-15. How is it possible for a person to hear something but not really hear or  
understand it?

B. It has been said that to become a Christian, the mind has to comprehend the gospel and the heart has to 
apprehend it. The mind has to “get it” and the heart has to embrace it. Why is comprehension not enough?

C. It can be hard to really take in the 
truth of Jesus’ death on the cross 
because it is a constant reminder of 
how bad off we actually were. What 
is the point of remembering who we 
were and how bad off we were apart 
from Christ?

D. While we need to comprehend the gospel (see question B), our comprehension of God can only stretch 
so far. Consider again the example that Pastor Josh used of seeing Chicago from the sidewalk and from 
an airplane—same city, different perspectives—and seeing the salvation plan from our personal viewpoint 
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Jesus IS the Gospel 
Acts 2:22-41

“The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in 
ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the same time 

we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we 
ever dared hope.”     Timothy Keller
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and God’s viewpoint. Same plan, different perspectives. There is 
tension between what we can experience and understand and 
what we cannot fully know about God’s dramatic plan as it unfolds. 
What are some of the tensions you feel in your spiritual life or in 
reconciling Christianity and everyday life? In what ways are you 
being stretched as a believer who has to simply trust instead of 
knowing all the hows and whys?

E. Read 1 Corinthians 15:14-17. Think through and discuss all the implications of what it would mean to follow a 
man who is still dead. Pastor Josh said, “If we want to get the gospel right, the resurrection may be the most 
crucial piece of all.” He then touched on a few ways that our “followship” is transformed because Jesus rose 
to life. Maybe there is one point in the sermon or in the group discussion that you are currently wrestling with. 
Share that with the group.

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. Think about your answer to Study & Discuss question D about tensions in your spiritual life. What does 
the gospel say to each of your tensions? (Hint: The answer isn’t to put out effort to stop feeling tension. The 
answer is always with God.) 

B. How have you shortchanged the gospel? If you’re not sure, think through some of these questions: What 
if the gospel is more than forgiveness, but is in fact the doorway by which God becomes ruler and reigning 
King in your heart and mind? What if this life doesn’t have to be as good as it gets until heaven but can be the 
life you wanted because your character is being changed? Once you’ve thought or talked through those with 
someone, answer the original question. How have you shortchanged the gospel up till now?

tension

the state of being stretched


