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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

Have you ever had something you said taken out of context? What about that experience upset you?

Why is context so important when reading the Bible?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. Read Acts 2:1-21. When considered in context, Acts 
2 is a compelling account of early followers of The Way 
beginning to carry out God’s mission to save the world. 
The miracle is mind-blowing, but it too often gets lifted 
from its literary moorings (it’s context) and considered only 
as a cool thing that God did that He might or might not still
be doing. As this won’t be the last time we see God move in a powerful way during our Acts study, how 
can we keep the big picture of this book (it’s context) in focus as we listen to sermons, read the Word,  
and talk together? 

B. If you’ve spent any time around the Bible or the church, this story of believers speaking in foreign languages 
is probably familiar. But this gift was unheard of for the people experiencing it on Pentecost. Why would the 
Jews need a powerful sign that the gospel is for everyone and not just for a select group of people?

C. In what ways do you put fences around the gospel? In other words, in what subtle ways do you think of it 
as being for this group of people but not necessarily for that person or that group? What do you think is at the 
root of your desire to put fences around the gospel (and how can you tear them down)?
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The Gospel is for Everyone!
Acts 2:1-21

“Mission is what the Bible is all about.” 
Christopher Wright 
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D. Why is it tempting to leave the mission of reaching those in your neighborhood and around the world to 
missionaries and pastors? What can we do to resist that temptation and participate in the mission God has 
called us to?

E. Read Ephesians 5:18. The verb “be filled” is in the plural imperative, which means the apostle Paul is saying, 
All of you do this, and it’s not a suggestion. It’s also present tense since we are meant to continue being filled. 
The Holy Spirit is not just a source of guidance or help, but also a source of empowerment. In “being filled,” we 
recognize and accept that we cannot live the God-life and fulfill His mission in our own strength and wisdom. 
Why is this “filling” important for all of us as we are involved in God’s mission to take the gospel everywhere?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. Staying focused on God’s mission to save the world and your part in that mission, in what areas do you act 
out of your own power and wisdom or hesitate to act because your strength and courage seem insufficient? 
Ask God to fill you with His Spirit so that you can live as a follower of The Way and share your faith with others.

B. Ask yourself this question: Do I limit my part in God’s mission to things that are easy or feel safe or keep 
the mission at a distance so I don’t have to engage in it up close? As you ask God how He wants to use 
you to get the Word out right where He has placed you, consider getting “hands-on” with an organization 
Calvary partners with. You and your group can spend some time with international college students via 
Friendship Families and/or immigrants settling into life in the U.S. via Compass International. God’s mission  
is about people!


