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The Joy of Giving 

Philippians 4:14-23 

 

THINK & SHARE 
 
What are some common excuses people use for not giving to the church, to the needy, or to those in crisis? 
 
 
Share about a time when you gave up something you thought you needed so that someone else could 
benefit. What are some of the emotions you experienced as you carried out that act of giving? 
 
 

STUDY & DISCUSS 
 
A. Paul’s understanding of giving is in line with a concept we talk about at Calvary from time to time—giving is 
a “means of grace.” The phrase refers to the myriad ways that God extends His grace, and not just His saving 
grace, to His people. Of course, there is the grace that comes with regular spiritual practices like reading the 
Word and obeying it, praying, fellowshipping, and sharing our faith. There are ways to experience God’s grace 
through specific sacraments [spiritual practices that have special meaning] such as communion and baptism. 
As for giving, it’s easy to think of it as a means of grace for the recipient, right? That’s a given. (No pun 
intended.) But read Philippians 4:17 and consider this question, in what ways is giving a means of grace to 
the giver? 
 
 
 
 
B. This idea of giving being a blessing to the giver is a thread that runs all the way through the Bible, and yet 
it’s a concept that often gets lost amongst the many warnings in God’s Word about the love of money. Why is 
it to our detriment to focus too much, or worse, exclusively, on the warnings about money? What do we lose 
by not developing a comprehensive philosophy of giving based on the many message about money in the 
Bible? For yourself, would you say that you tend to think of giving as something you should do (or have to do) 
or as something that you get to do? 
 
 
 
 
C. Read Hebrews 13:5. In three pithy and easy-to-remember clauses, the writer of Hebrews offers a great 
habitude regarding money and then provides a biblical foundation for it. What does it mean to “let your lives 
be free from the love of money”? How does a preoccupation with money lead to a life that is not content? 
Discuss with your group how the promise at the end of the verse relates to being content with what you have. 
 
 
 



 

D. Of all of the things we are asked to sacrifice to God, our wallet seems to be among the hardest to release. 
This is probably because money seems to make some tempting promises. The promise of independence, for 
example. As a group, make a written list of other promises money seems to make? Then go through your list 
one by one, making a case for how God either is the real source of that promise or offers an alternative that is 
better than the promise of money. (For example, God created us for community instead of total 
independence.) Use specific examples and passages from the Bible to help make your case. 
 
 
 
 
E. Read Matthew 6:19-21. As you think about your attitude toward your finances, and especially your opinion 
on giving, what do those feelings, and the habits they bring about, reveal about the state of your heart? Now 
that you’ve listened to the sermon and thought through what the Bible has to say about money and giving, 
what is one small change you will make in your finances to either bring about a change in your heart or to 
reflect a change that is already happening?  
 
 
 
 

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week   

 
A. If you haven’t already, formulate a personal philosophy of giving. A philosophy of giving is the set of 
principles upon which you base your decisions about tithes and offerings. It helps you to answer these two 
questions: Why do I give? and What amount do I give when? Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, but give verses 8 and 9 
especial attention. Paul is not commanding the Corinthians to empty their pockets; instead he offers the 
example of Christ as motivation for them to give freely. Formulate your personal philosophy of giving as you 
prayerfully reflect on the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
B. Look back at the very first question in this guide, Think & Share A, and take it out of third person. What are 
YOUR excuses for not giving? No matter how justified or true those reasons seem, using them to dam your 
resources is robbing you of the joy found in trusting God to provide for you while you allow His resources to 
flow through your hands and out into the world.  
Confess your excuses to God. (That means honestly agreeing with Him that damming up your resources is 
not His desire for you.) Then start giving, or start giving more, for your own joy and the opportunity to 
experience of God’s grace.  
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
 


