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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

In no particular order, let group members finish the following sentence with what each of you know or 
understand about the Holy Spirit’s character or work in our lives. Answer as many times as you like, but keep 
responses to just a few words. The Holy Spirit is _________. (Examples: The Holy Spirit is God. The Holy 
Spirit is the source of our power to witness.)

Describe your experience with how churches you’ve attended have talked about or demonstrated the Holy 
Spirit’s miraculous work. Listen carefully to one another and without dispute.

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. Read John 14:9-14. A miracle by definition is something that is supernatural, but there is some confusion as 
to WHY God performs miracles. Pastor Lionel described miracles as demonstrations intended not to rid the 
world of suffering but rather to point to 1) the power of Christ and 2) the completely restored kingdom of God 
yet to come. What happens when people get stuck on the miracle rather than what it points to?

B. Stories of instant, miraculous healing or change are potent reminders of God’s power, but the miraculous 
isn’t always instant. Think of the times you wanted God to do something dramatic—heal someone, wipe out 
a bad habit, change a situation, etc. What kind of power do we miss when we want complete, instant release 
from something?

The primary work of the Holy Spirit is not show-stopping miracles; it’s transforming us into Christ-like people 
who love and serve God and others. All of us would probably admit that’s miracle enough!

C. Read 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5. What is the power that Paul is speaking of? Share with the group a time when 
the gospel came to you as Paul describes. What do you think it means to be deeply or fully convicted?

D. Read Matthew 4:18-22, Luke 19:8-9, and Acts 19:19. Although the situations are different, these people give 
up everything to follow Jesus. In real, practical terms, what does it look like to make this radical change? How 
is the Holy Spirit a part of that change?
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E. The image of Ephesian men and women burning 
valuable sorcery scrolls in Acts 19:19 should move 
us. They’re giving up both a way of life and a 
treasured possession to honor the most powerful 
person in the universe, Jesus Christ. What is 
something you still hold onto that might need to be 
“burned,” something you’re depending on to make 
things better for you when only the power of Jesus 
Christ in the form of the Holy Spirit can do that?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. Read 1 John 1:1-3. Think of a particular area of your character that is inconsistent with the gospel that you 
want to see changed. Invite the Holy Spirit to enter into that struggle with you so that he can begin to change 
the deeply held beliefs you have and lead you to heart change, which leads to lasting behavioral change. True 
change comes when you know you are loved beyond all measure as the gospel communicates.

B. When the gospel sinks into people, we see them transform in character, capacity to love, and desire to 
serve. What then can we expect to see if the gospel sinks into our local community? Can you think of examples 
when or where the gospel is being lived out in ways that are opposite to the rancorous, confrontational 
communication we so often see in our culture today? What are you doing, or can you begin to do, to help the 
gospel of Jesus Christ sink deep and spread wide in our community?

MORE  Questions to challenge those interested in the themes and theology found in Galatians

The Holy Spirit is often the neglected person in the Trinity. Some of that is because his role is to magnify 
Christ (John 16:14), but some of it is probably due to the oddness of how some people portray the Spirit’s 
role in our lives. Read the opening of the J. D. Greear article below. Consider the extremes of complete 
neglect of or obsession with the Holy Spirit. Where do you fall? How does the Holy Spirit interact with you 
in your daily Christian life? As time permits read the whole article: thegospelcoalition.org/article/6-ways-
we-experience-the-presence-of-the-holy-spirit.

“No change of job, no increased income, no new 

home, no new electronic device, or no new 

spouse is going to make things better inside you.”   

Matt Chandler


