
LIFE
G R O U P S

1325 Evans Ave, Valparaiso, IN 46383   •   www.calvaryweb.net

THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

What is one of your favorite topics to talk about? 

When a conversation in a social setting goes beyond small talk (weather, sports, etc), what do you like about 
that? What do you find challenging?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. Sunday morning worship is an important connecting point for believers, but consider those for whom 
Sunday morning is their only investment in church. What are they missing? What can we do to invite them 
further into the life of the church?

B. Read Galatians 3:28 and then read through Colossians 4:7-18. (It’s okay if you can’t pronounce all those 
names!) Among those mentioned in Colossians were a slave, a prisoner, a pastor, a doctor, and people who 
were laboring for the gospel with Paul. Why is it important for the church to be comprised of a diverse cross-
section of people from the community?

C. What is intimidating about interacting with people 
who are different than you in some significant way? 
In the church, we are united around Jesus Christ and 
His sacrifice on the cross for us. How is connecting 
ourselves to a point of unity (or a few vital points) a 
necessity for fellowship?
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The Fellowship
Colossians 4:7-18

“Racial diversity is not an essential for 
salvation; the gospel of Jesus Christ is. 

However, where the gospel is truly and 
authentically preached and lived, we 

should expect to see diversity. This should 
be a natural fruit of the gospel…” 

Bryan Loritts
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D. Pastor Lionel emphasized the fellowship as a source of encouragement. Encouragement is not clichéd or pat 
answers. What then is encouragement (or what does it look like in everyday life)? What does encouragement 
do for you personally?

 
E. Why do we need others in close proximity to us (“the fellowship”) to help us grow in Christ-likeness? Why 
is this growth impossible when a person isolates him or herself from others both physically and emotionally? 

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. Think about an area of your life in which you need encouragement. What is dragging you down physically, 
emotionally, mentally, or spiritually? Share with your group this need. The goal here is to let your group 
members into your life a little bit so they can know you better and encourage you in the ways that you need.

A note of caution: For some of us, there will be a temptation to remain silent or say we can’t think 
of anything. We don’t want to burden others with our problems, or we just don’t want to be that 
vulnerable. Be courageous to share yourself.

For others of us, we’ll be tempted to go into great detail about the issue that’s dragging on us. We get 
caught up in the pleasure of having someone to share with. Be wise in saying only what needs said. 

B. This week, ask the Lord to bring to mind people whom you can pray for and encourage. Consider taking on 
this challenge: each day, pray for someone and bless him or her with an encouraging message.


