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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

Why is legalism so ugly to those outside the church? Why is grace so beautiful?

Paul is adamant about protecting the church from legalism. Considering what we have learned in Galatians, 
what are some reasons why? How can we apply what we have learned to protecting our church?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

The Only Thing That Counts (v 6) – When a sure belief or trust in the gospel settles in our hearts, there will 
be an expression of love that erupts in giving to others and serving them in self-sacrifice. How is this gospel-
rooted motivation to love different than “These are the rules for Christians, obey them”?

As a group, rephrase “faith expressed in love” and come up 
with your own wording. How does love as you’ve described 
it overcome the rules of legalism?

Don’t Let People Who Will Trip You Up Get Close (vv 7-8) – How can you be confident that someone is going 
to help you grow in Christ before you let them far enough into your life to begin influencing you? Why is this 
important not just in face-to-face relationships but also in what authors/social media personalities/cultural and 
faith leaders/etc. we listen to?

A Little Bad Theology Can Make a Big Mess (vv 9-12) – Take the yeast and dough metaphor and consider 
this: If the “yeast” is the belief that we have to follow the rules to get God’s approval, how does it spread 
among God’s people? With what results?
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“Grace must find experession in life, 
otherwise it is not grace.” 
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Don’t Abuse Your Freedom (vv 13-15) – It’s clear that Christian freedom does not result in doing what we want. 
Actually true freedom is restrictive in the sense that you do what you were created to do. How is expressing 
faith through love the height of freedom? How have you experienced this in your life?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. When you experience failure or disappointment in your life, how do you respond? Why is it that you tend to 
skip over the gospel and its message that Jesus is enough for you? This week (and beyond), spend some time 
praying that God would sink deep in your heart the message that Jesus is enough.

B. This Advent season, we celebrate the coming of the suffering servant, who was born to die for us. Jesus 
came to serve you, whom now do you serve? Is there something in you or in your life that cuts your love short 
and keeps you from serving and giving to others up close (and not at a distance)?

C. As this year is winding down and a new one is soon to dawn, begin to think through how the gospel might 
motivate you to serve your church family in love. 


