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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

When someone goes out of his or her way to serve (satisfy) you, maybe even sacrificing on your behalf, how 
do you respond?

What is it in us that either embraces being served or resists it?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. Read Colossians 2:9-10. The doctrine of Christ, simply put, is that the fullness of God, Jesus, came to bring 
us to fullness. He serves us fully. To try to add anything more to Jesus’ work on our behalf is not only foolish 
and misguided but also contrary to the gospel. How is adding to Jesus actually a form of insecurity?

B. Why is it easy to forget that you are completely forgiven and set free in 
Christ or to let that idea become commonplace? What do you find yourself 
counting on to make you “righteous” with God when you’ve neglected to 
“preach the gospel” of Christ’s forgiveness to yourself regularly? 

C. Look at Colossians 2:9-15 and note all the places that speak of our identity with Christ. Why do we as Christ-
followers embrace Christ as more than a moral teacher and Christianity as more than a moral life? How is our 
union with Christ in this life important?
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Rules Won’t Save You
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“We need to preach 
the gospel to ourselves 

every day.” 
 Jerry Bridges
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D. Read John 19:30. In the original language of John’s gospel, the phrase “It is finished” literally means “paid 
in full.” The debt you owe to God for your sin is paid in full by Jesus. How does this fact lead to real freedom? 

E. Gnostics believed that the physical world is inherently evil and the spiritual world good. What are some 
threads of Gnosticism still present in the world—and in the church—today? What happens to a Christian when 
gnostic kinds of thinking influence his or her faith? 

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. Think about how you answered question B in S&D. What are some good habitudes to adopt to remind 
you of your complete forgiveness? A habitude is a pattern of thought (an attitude) that informs a pattern of 
behavior (habit). 

B. G. K. Chesterton wrote that the Christian Church “has maintained from the beginning that the danger was 
not in man’s environment, but in man.” The problem of sin is inside of us. What is the ongoing problem in the 
environment of your own heart? This week, be honest with God about what’s going on in you. Then take a 
step of faith and share your answer to the question with a Life Group member (of the same sex), who can 
regularly check in with you about how you are doing in this area.

C. Have you been baptized as a believer? As Pastor Lionel noted, baptism doesn’t save you, but it is a public 
profession that God has rescued you from a death sentence and is working in you. What has been an obstacle 
to you being baptized?


