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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

Have you seen Mel Gibson’s movie, The Passion of the Christ? When you saw Christ portrayed as crucified, 
what emotions stirred in you? 

We Christians like to get to the resurrection quickly because it’s cause to celebrate. Why is it equally important 
to keep before us Christ being crucified?  

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

Read Galatians 3:1-9. Share observations or questions you have about the text with your group.

A. “Jesus was clearly portrayed as crucified,” Paul wrote (Gal. 3:1). The truth, impact, and meaning of his 
crucifixion had been vividly described to the Galatians. Why is a Christian not someone who only intellectually 
acknowledges Jesus’ death but also one who is moved by His death?

B. Pastor Mark uses a term that comes up a lot at Calvary, “grace-driven effort.” Think about the practical and 
spiritual habits of daily Christian living. What is the difference for you between grace-driven effort and trying 
to earn salvation and righteousness? 

C. What do our hearts want when they default to using works to define how we are doing with God? Why do 
you think it’s easier to “try harder” than to let Christ begin to deal with the self-interested motives and loves 
hidden in our hearts?

D. How is your growth as a Christ-follower connected to or 
dependent upon God’s grace?
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Grace From Start to FInish
Galatians 3:1-9

“If He gives you the grace to make 
you believe, He will give you the 

grace to live a holy life afterward.” 
Charles Spurgeon
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E. Our culture loves “instant.” We expect everything from coffee to work emails to come to us speedily. 
Christian growth is gradual and progressive. How can we push back our expectation of “instant” to accept the 
sometimes slow process of growing in Christ? 

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. Christian growth is dependent on God’s grace and our grace-driven effort. (Grace isn’t opposed to effort; 
it’s opposed to earning.)

1. In what areas of your life do you not really want God’s grace because you’re content to work it out 
yourself?

2. Are there areas of your life where you are doing nothing and waiting for God to act? What effort should 
flow out of you with grace as the motivator?

B. Think of a sin that frequently comes up for you. This is hard to grapple with, but in some ways that thing is 
more beautiful than Jesus to you because it’s what your heart really wants. It’s filling a desire or need you have, 
however temporarily. Instead of saying, “God, I don’t want to do that again.” or “Stop it!”, think about what that 
desire or need is. What is it that is motivating you to repeat the sin? Confess that underlying motivator, that 
thing you really want, to God and ask Him to show you how HE can meet that need for you instead.

C. Growth happens in community. How can your Life Group be a place that fosters/encourages spiritual 
growth or does that job even better? How can YOU help to create that environment?

MORE  Questions to challenge those interested in the themes and theology found in Galatians

Read Genesis 15:1-6, focusing on verse 6. The idea of God “crediting” Abram (later called Abraham) with 
righteousness is an accounting/legal term. Abram was declared in right standing with Yahweh [God] 
because of his belief in Him. This is exactly the picture of salvation that we have. How does being credit-
ed with righteousness at salvation change how you see your efforts to earn God’s favor? How does your 
credit of righteousness change how you see your efforts to grow in faith?


