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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

Think about the definition of culture as a way of life for a group of people. Describe a culture that significantly 
shaped the person you are today. 

How has the culture of Calvary “pushed” you not toward reforming your life (making you nicer, better, more 
presentable) but toward transforming your life, focusing you on the gospel and the need for the Spirit to 
change you from the inside out?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. Encouragement is more than a pat on the back; it’s getting next to someone to breathe courage into their 
life. How can we create a church culture and/or Life Group culture in which encouragement abounds? What 
are some things we can do and some we should avoid if this is our goal as a church/Life Group? 

B. On a surface level, we all recognize the need for unity, but when people start talking about theological 
issues, social issues, or any number of other topics, disagreements can drive a wedge between believers. 
How do we maintain our unity while listening to and respecting each other’s differences? 

C. One of the adversaries of unity is our bias and the reactions we have to differences. We can disagree on 
matters of the Christian life as simple as differences in approach (e.g. quiet time, style of worship) and as 
complex as differences in theology. When someone disagrees with you on such matters, how does your own 
heart respond to the other person?

D. Read and savor the words Paul uses to describe Jesus in Colossians 2:2-3. Paul describes an amazing, 
awe-inspiring person, “the mystery of God…in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”! 
This doesn’t sound like the “suburban Jesus” many of us have toned down and tamed so He fits into our 
lifestyle. In what ways do you tend to make Jesus tame or safe? 
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E. Pastor Lionel said very bluntly that “if anyone preaches that there is some deeper religious wisdom or 
knowledge out there that will bless you, they are not teaching the truth.” And yet, so many people find this 
promise of deeper things enticing. Why do you think that is? How does having a diminished view of Jesus 
make people (including you, perhaps) more susceptible to the illusion of “more”?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. Take some time to reflect this week on what kind of Jesus you have. Is He a bit tame or boring? Or is He 
good but certainly not safe? Does He stir your heart’s imagination? Read Colossians 2:1-15 (yes, that means 
you’ll be reading ahead to what Pastor Lionel is going to talk about next week). Think about what Christ has 
done in the gospel. Faith has a name, hope has a name, love has a name…His name is Jesus. 

B. Calvary’s pastors have as their goals the same things that Paul does in verse 2: that you would be encouraged 
in heart, that you would be united in love with others for the sake of the gospel, and that you would know the 
riches that are available to you in Christ and in Him alone. They want you rooted and growing in Him as your 
faith is strengthened (emboldened) and you overflow with grateful praise. That is what your pastors want for 
you, but the real question is, is this the kind of person you desire to be and work toward becoming (with God’s 
help)? What, if anything, is hindering you? This week, spend time praying that God would help you break 
through that hindrance.

C. The Christian life is straightforward. Jesus didn’t come to confuse us; He came to open the door to an 
abundant, eternal kind of life. Often times the “deeper” life we crave is actually the “straightforward” life lived 
out more consistently. Don’t wait for the “deeper” life! What can you start on today and keep at that is a step 
forward in your daily walk with Christ?

“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; “don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you?  
Who said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.” 

C. S. Lewis - The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe  (referring to Aslan, the Christ-like character)


