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SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

Our culture has rejected the concept of absolute truth—truth that applies to everyone all the time. And yet one 
segment of society will demand that another conform to their version of “truth.” What are some examples of 
this hypocrisy?

How is the biblical perspective on and response to truth different?

Why do we have to talk about truth in order to talk about sin and forgiveness?

DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. Sin is more than an outward behavior. It springs from the heart. Why do you think it’s easier to focus on the 
behavior rather than the root problem?

B. We can sometimes be myopic about not only our own sins but sin in general.

1. Theologians often speak of two kinds of sin: sins of commission (you actively commit them) and sins of 
omission (you know the good yet you don’t do it). Why is it important to make this distinction?  Why are we 
especially likely to overlook the latter?

2. We are trained to look at some sins as horrific, and many of them are, but what happens when we see 
sin as only the big things? What might we miss?
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C. At times we feel bad about our sins or behaviors—guilty, pained, or ashamed. Is there any good in these 
feelings? How do you respond when you experience them?

D. Forgiveness can be difficult to accept, even when we understand intellectually what Jesus Christ has done 
for us. Why do we struggle sometimes to accept that we are forgiven?

E. Read 1 John 1:5-7 and think about those who try to walk in the light and yet sometimes stumble with sin. 
What role do we have as a community of believers to one another, whether we are the one stumbling or 
the one helping? What role does the church community have in helping those who are struggling to accept 
forgiveness?

COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week. 

A. What sin is nagging at you? Take time to confess it before God. (To confess means to agree with God that it 
is sin.) Then spend time this week and beyond thinking and praying about the “sin under the sin,” the issue in 
your heart that gives rise to the sinful behavior or thoughts or attitude. What is it that created the opportunity 
for sin to come out of you? Remember that when you confess you enter into forgiveness that is already yours 
because of Christ.

B. Giving forgiveness can be even harder than accepting it. Is there someone you know you need to forgive as 
Jesus Christ forgave you? You don’t have to want to do it right this minute, but give yourself a chance to talk 
with your group about your struggle to forgive and let them walk beside you and pray for you.


