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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

What do you think it means for you to be accepted by God?

Why is it that people like to be included and accepted, yet struggle with wanting to exclude certain others? 
How does the gospel speak to this issue of inclusion/exclusion? 

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

Read Galatians 2:11-21. Share observations or questions you have about the text with your group.

A. Peter seemed to have reacted to peer pressure and ethnic prejudice (We Jews are superior to you Gentiles) 
and separated himself from the Gentiles for a time, thereby shunning people that God had saved. How does 
a spiritually superior attitude “leak out” of you? What do you do to combat it? 

B. Why is it easier to be around people that are just like you? How does the gospel critique that habit and what 
does it nudge us toward instead?

C. What kinds of issues are likely to be divisive for Christians right now? (NOTE: This is not the time to take 
sides on these issues. Just name them.) How can we come to terms with one another, accepting differences 
of opinion, even if we find those opinions repellent? 

D. How does this statement from Pastor Lionel change or affect how you think about yourself: “Justification 
[to be made right with God] is not just something that happened to us. It is something that is true of us.” How 
does it change how you think about others, especially Christians you don’t like or disagree with?
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E. As Christians, we are justified in Christ. How does it follow then that if a person really has become a follower 
of Jesus, sin’s hold on them will be less and less? In other words, why is it hypocritical to say, “I follow Christ,” 
and yet willfully do (or want to do) whatever you want because God will forgive you?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. Is there a person or group of people you have a hard time accepting at church or who would make you 
feel uncomfortable if they sat next to you? Ask God to increase your heart’s capacity for hospitality and 
acceptance, even if you don’t agree with their lifestyle, choices, views, etc.

B. Real Christianity looks like this: the affections of your heart are moving in the direction of Jesus. What in 
your life would you say is evidence that more of your heart is leaning in that direction? If you can’t answer now, 
think on it this week and ask God for the clarity to “see” your own heart.

MORE  Questions to challenge those interested in the themes and theology found in Galatians

What is it about legalism and rules that unites people? Why is it harder, yet more rewarding, to unite 
around freedom? Recognizing this, what are our essential responsibilities as we fight for our own joy and 
that of others?

Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. Your sin was credited to Jesus and his righteousness to you. This double-imputa-
tion, often called “The Great Exchange” by theologians, takes something away and places something else 
on you. (Reflect on that this week.) How can the weight of that truth and your gratitude alter how you see 
your sin, your faith journey, and your Savior?


