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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

On the day that you first walked in the doors of Calvary Church, what were you looking for? At that point, what 
did you think the church was “here” for? (There are no wrong answers.)

Think of anything that’s important to you. What do you receive from it? What do you give? How does a person 
move from an attitude of receiving-only to an attitude of both give and take?  

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. Each local church must balance discipleship and outreach. Why is it important for a church to grow around 
the right things? When might growth be detrimental to the health of a church?

B. In the book of Acts, God used the dispersion or diaspora to scatter Jesus-followers and get them out of 
Jerusalem. Share about an occasion in which you were pushed out of your comfort zone by a physical move 
or a change of some kind. Why is it important to anticipate that God may push us out of our comfort zone? 

C. What is it about comfort that tends to undercut the vibrant Christian life? What is it about comfort that keeps 
us from having conversations with people that are not Christians?

D. At Calvary, we often say, “In the essentials, unity; in the non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.” What 
does this actually mean? What are we to do when brothers and sisters in Christ elevate non-essentials to the 
status of essentials?
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E. Pastor Lionel made the statement, “Some people will ‘use’ Christianity (and the gospel) to gain a personal 
following.” What would be some signs in your mind that a person’s stated Christian faith is somehow tied to 
selfish gain? What can we do to protect ourselves and our church from those with selfish motives?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. What is the personal comfort barrier that keeps you isolated from people that are different from you and 
need to hear the gospel? Pray about this, asking the Lord to begin to change your heart and patterns. What 
are some small steps you can take with the Spirit’s leading and empowerment to move into discomfort and 
share the good news?

B. Most of us aren’t using Christianity and the church to gain a personal following, but if we’re honest, we can 
be opportunistic sometimes. In what ways do you expect the church, Calvary specifically, to meet your wants 
(and not just your spiritual needs)?

C. Pastor Lionel asked a provocative question toward the beginning of the sermon: “Who has permission to 
tell you what you don’t want to hear,” specifically about spiritual things? We all have patterns of sin that keep 
us from experiencing the gospel in its fullness and blind spots that keep us from seeing ourselves as we really 
are. Spend some time praying about your willingness to hear the truth about yourself. Be courageous and ask 
God to reveal your sinful patterns and blind spots clearly to you through His Word, in a time of prayer, or from 
the wise words of another.


