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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

What is one of the most meaningful stories you’ve heard?

How is the Old Testament story meant to inspire, instruct, 
or influence us? 

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. Read Acts 7:1-60. This is a great overview of Genesis to Exodus! The pattern of the chapter is God blesses 
and calls, God lovingly protects and gives leaders, yet people reject God’s overture. Stephen calls this being 
“stiff-necked.” In light of Israel’s past, what does that really mean and what relevance does this have for you 
and me today?

B. The point of the Old Testament is not to provide little moral lessons, but rather to point us to the Messiah. 
Why is it easier to read the Old Testament as stories about “people back then” when we really need to let it 
prepare our hearts for Christ’s work?

C. When pride rules a person’s life, what are the external symptoms? What happens internally in a person’s 
heart?

D. Stephen likened hard-heartedness to resisting the Holy Spirit. What is the connection between the two?

S E R M O N  S T U D Y  G U I D E
MAY 1 ,  2016  -  L IONEL YOUNG

Stubbornness Runs in Our Family
Acts 7

“Instead of Israel’s history becoming
a ‘story of salvation,’ it turns out to be

a ‘story of rebellion.’”  
N. T. Wright, Acts For Everyone
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E. Why do you think it’s important to have a God that will contradict you and confront your pride and 
stubbornness? Why is it important to have godly friends who do that?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. Pastor Lionel said that to counter stubbornness, we must always be open to the voice of God. What does 
the act or art of being open to God’s voice look like in your life? (If you aren’t sure how to answer, this is a 
great topic to discuss with a mentor or friend who is a mature Christian.) Pray this week that God will open 
your heart to His voice.

B. One of the most important questions for followers of Christ is where is Christ intersecting your life, not only 
in terms of demonstrating His goodness, but also confronting you in your own prideful hard-heartedness? 
Where has Christ undercut your own self-sufficiency lately? What do you intend to do with that?

C. If you are a bit on the brave side, ask a close godly friend to be honest with you about the ways in which 
you are “stiff-necked.” Thank the Lord for His grace, and pray that you would desire to work with God to make 
Christ bigger in your heart. 

“If you pick and choose what you want to believe and reject the rest, how will you ever have a God 
who can contradict you? You won’t! You’ll have...a God, essentially, of your own making, and not a 

God with whom you can have a relationship and genuine interaction.” Tim Keller, The Reason for God


