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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

How do you remain hopeful when stress, anxiety, or bad news seem poised to drag you down? 

Before you were introduced to the doctrine of the future [eschatology] that Calvary embraces, whether you 
heard it here first or elsewhere, what notions did you have about the world to come [heaven] that were 
perhaps uninformed or unbiblical? How has your thinking changed, and how has that given you hope?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. What is hope? How does hope differ from merely wishing or wishful thinking?

B. Read Romans 8:22-25. Perhaps the best way to define biblical hope is a confident expectation that the 
promises of God are true according to His impeccable character. How does this future, unseen hope motivate 
you? What are some practical ways we can keep hope in front of us, and/or what faith rituals can we adopt to 
help us keep it consistently in our awareness?

C. Read Romans 5:1-5. How is our character connected to and affected by the hope that we have?

D. Both Pastor Lionel and Pastor Josh have mentioned in recent sermons signposts pointing us to future hope. 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of those signposts. It is not only personal (I will be resurrected), but 
also a visible marker that God can and will restore everything in His time. What difference does (or should) 
this hope make in your Christian life? What difference should it make in how you share the gospel with others?
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E. As Christ-followers, we have hope for the future and we are firmly rooted in the here and now. How do we 
maintain this balance so that we are neither “so heavenly-minded as to be no earthly good” nor so earthly-
minded that we neglect God’s kingdom? Knowing what lies ahead, what could you loosen your grip on (or 
what could you hold to more tightly)?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. Hope is sustained in our lives when we meditate on the gospel and what Jesus did for us that we cannot 
do for ourselves. When you feel anxious, cynical, or stressed this week, go back to the core of the gospel 
(1 Corinthians 15:1-8). Reflect on the gospel and let it stir your heart. In this way, you will find that you have a 
greater capacity to experience real biblical hope.

B. In what practical ways are you involved in God’s project to restore everything back to its original design? 
(Yes, He’s already working toward that!) Here are some words to spark your thinking: personal character, 
justice, community, tangible blessing for others. What motivates you to stay involved in God’s work in the 
world? Or flip the question, what motivates you to stay on the sidelines and watch others get involved?

“Hope is one of the theological virtues. This means that a continual looking forward 
to the eternal world is not a form of escapism or wishful thinking, but one of the things a Christian 

is meant to do. It does not mean that we are to leave the present world as it is. If you read history 
you will find that the Christians who did the most for the present world were just those

who thought most of the next.”    C. S. Lewis


