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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

1. What is the most courageous thing you have done in your life? 

2. What is the virtue of courage and why is it so important as a follower of Christ? 

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

Read Acts 4:1-22 to refresh everyone’s memory.

A. Pastor Josh mentioned “functional 
saviors.” (See Bridges & Bevington’s 
definition at right.) Why is it that we 
become so attached to functional 
saviors? How would a person recognize 
that he/she is relying on something 
other than Jesus for satisfaction and 
fulfillment? 

B. What is it about the nature of truth and its exclusivity (by its nature truth excludes) that rubs people the 
wrong way? Does Jesus’ very exclusive comment about Himself in John 14:6 bother you? 

C. Sometimes in our own hearts and minds 
we weigh the risks and benefits of telling 
others about Jesus and find the scale 
tipping toward “too risky.” What keeps you 
from talking about Christ in front of others?
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“Sometimes we look to other things to satisfy and 
fulfill us—to ‘save’ us. These ‘functional saviors’ can be 
any object of dependence we embrace that isn’t God. 

They become the source of our identity, security, and 
significance…they preoccupy our minds and consume our 

time and resources.”     Jerry Bridges & Bob Bevington

“Successful evangelism is sharing Christ in the power 
of the Holy Spirit and then leaving the results to God.”  

Bill Bright
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D. What is it about opposition, particularly opposition to the gospel, that bothers or scares people? How and 
in what ways does faith in Christ give us courage to stand firm (and remain kind) in the face of opposition? 

E. Why is it that nothing ever has and never ever will stop the spread of the gospel? 

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. During the week, think about the potential risks that make you reluctant to talk about Christ with others. 
Talk to the Lord about each one, giving them to Him and asking for courage to speak. Then ask Him to give 
you an opportunity to have a conversation about Christ with someone, even a brief one. Look for ways to 
work through inadequacy, your preference for your own comfort, bad examples you’ve seen, etc. in order to 
graciously speak about what you believe.

B. Take an interest in someone else’s spiritual journey. Listen to him/her and gently ask questions. If there is 
interest, please invite him/her to come to Easter service. What if each person at Calvary invited someone they 
just happened to strike up a conversation with? 

C. What serves as a “functional savior” in your life? Confess [be honest in conversation] to God and turn to 
Him. Choose to begin the process of trusting Him to be sufficient for you and to both satisfy and fulfill you. 


