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THINK & SHARE Questions to get your group talking 

The phrase “grace-driven effort” has come up a lot at Calvary in recent months. As a group, try to give some 
clarity to the phrase. What does it mean? What does it look like?

 
Why is it easy to compartmentalize God to only the spiritual things and not the ordinary areas of our life?

STUDY & DISCUSS Questions that invite you to dig deeper into the week’s material & your own life

A. Everything we read in Colossians 3:18-21 is built upon Paul’s powerful words in verse 17: “And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus…” God and our relationship to Him is 
at the center of everything we do, whether we live like that’s true or not. What have you found difficult about 
trying to live like this? What is rewarding about living like this?

B. Look at D. A. Carson’s quote about drifting again. If we’re not actively seeking to honor God in a particular 
area, we’re probably drifting. What happens to a person if there are some areas of life that he or she is willing 
to “do for the Lord” but also some areas of drift, where things are done in service to something or someone 
else?
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“People do not drift toward holiness. Apart from grace-driven effort, people do not gravitate 
toward godliness, prayer, obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord. We drift toward 
compromise and call it tolerance; we drift toward disobedience and call it freedom….We cherish 

the indiscipline of lost self-control and call it relaxation; we slouch toward prayerlessness and 
delude ourselves into thinking we have escaped legalism; we slide toward godlessness and 

convince ourselves we have been liberated.”     D. A. Carson
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C. Verse 18 & 19: A Word to Wives and Husbands What challenges do you find in following Paul’s call to you 
in verse 18 or 19, and how do your respond to the challenge? (Note: This question may be better answered in 
single-gender breakout groups. However, it is not an invitation for complaining or spouse-bashing. Keep the 
focus on what is required of you as a Christ-follower.)

D. Verse 20: A Word to Children (of all ages) Obeying the call to honor our parents often requires some effort. 
Why is that? If your parent(s) make this command a particular challenge, what does it mean for you to honor 
your parent(s) anyway? Why is this command applicable no matter our age? 

 
E. Verse 21: A Word to Parents Although specifically directed to fathers, the message of verse 21 applies 
to every parent. What are some important things to remember as we are balancing disciplining our children 
while not discouraging them?

PRAY & COMMIT Questions for your breakout prayer time and challenges for the rest of your week

A. The relationships of the home mirror back to us our own hearts. In marriage, in parenting, and in being 
children of parents, we get a look at both our capacity for love and gratitude and our capacity to sin. As Christ-
followers living in these relationships, we have the opportunity to see not only how God is changing us, but 
also how much we are resisting Him and harboring sin in our hearts. Consider just one of these relationships 
you have: how has it reflected back to you the work of the gospel in your heart or the lack thereof? Offer this 
consideration to the Lord as a prayer from your heart.

B. As you have worked through the questions in this study guide, have you identified a relationship in which 
you need more grace-driven effort in order to follow God as He desires? You may wish to discuss in your 
breakout time what (or whom) you are currently focusing on in this relationship and how you might shift toward 
grace-driven effort to obey and delight the Lord. This is for His glory, your good, and the good of the other 
person.


